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July 1, 1992

Dear Village Residents;

It 1is appropriate that during Trumansburg's bicentennial vear
that a plan for the future development of Trumansburg be
unveiled. The "General Development Plan" was commissioned by the
Village of Trumansburg with the Planning Board given the
responsibility to have the plan completed.

Thomas Niederkorn of "Planning/Environmental Research Consultants
was hired to research the project and compile the data that was
gathered and put into the accompanying report. This project was
started in 1986 and has just been completed, this undertaking
involved the efforts of many people both in and out of Village
government.

Two maps have been prepared, one showing the Village as it is now
and one showing a proposed future Trumansburg. Please keep in
mind that this "Plan" is being presented onlvy as a plan and has
not been adopted as any official blueprint for tomorrow. The
maps are on display at the Village Offices and mayv be viewed
during business hours.

Sometime in the not to distant future there will be a Public
Meeting(s) to receive the communities comments and input
regarding this plan, in the meantime if anvone has suggestions
please jot them down and send them to the attention of the
Village of Trumansburg Planning Board.

Yours trulvy,

Iy Mrnas /oo -

Thomas Bennett
Mavor

TB:dg

56 East main Street, P.O. Box 718, Trumansburg, NY 14886 « Telephonc (607) 387-6501



PLANNING/ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CONSULTANTS

310 W. STATE STREET
ITHACA NEW YORK
June 1, 1992 607 + 272 « 2201 14850

Mr. John O'Leary, Chairman

Village of Trumansburg Planning Board
Village Office

56 East Main Street

Trumansburg, New York 14886

Dear John

It is my pleasure to transmit to you and the members of the Planning
Board the General Development Plan for the Village of Trumansburg. This
document represents almost three years of work by Planning Board members
to review and revise the Village plan prepared in 1977.

I realize that this has been a frustratingly slow process. Initially, we
all thought the work would have been completed in a much shorter time.
But, as you now, Planning Board members volunteered to gather much of the
background data used in the study and some of this work was quite time
consuming.

Also, mid-way through the process the plan was put on hold and we
concentrated on the preparation of subdivision rules and regulations.
This was, in my opinion, a wise course of action since the Planning Board
was powerless to review and approve any land subdivision activity that
might have come along. Good rules and regulatlons have now been adopted
and I believe this will be very useful in the future.

The Village should use the development plan as a set of guidelines for
the numerous day-to-day decisions that have to be made by local
officials. It is not intended that the plan be considered a rigid
document; rather, it must respond to constantly changing conditions both
in the Village and the surrounding Town of Ulysses. The Planning board
should monitor change as it happens and modify the development plan when
this seems necessary.

I have enjoyed my work with the Board and I commend you all for a job
well done. The product of your efforts should be an effective tool for
many years to come.

Very truly yours,
PLANNING/ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CONSULTANTS

W\
omas Niederkorn

TN:sc
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VILLAGE OF TRUMANSBURG

General Development Plan

I. INTRODUCTION

This report has been prepared as the result of a two-year study by the

Village Planning Board. The Board's intent was to update a General Plan
for the Village which was published in January 1977. The earlier report
was also prepared by the Planning Board in collaboration with graduate

planning students from Cornell University.

In the fifteen years since the first plan was prepared there have been a
number of changes in the Village. The population has declined by over six
percent, a small area has been annexed, a moderate amount of new
development has occurred and some infrastructure improvements have been
made.

Village officials recognized the need to adopt land subdivision
regulations and to revise the zoning law. For these land use controls to
be most effective as guides of continuing change, the Village decided to
review and modify the 1977 General Plan so that it would reflect current
conditions and community goals. This project was to be 1mplemented by the
Planning Board.

Members of the Planning Board have participated extensively in the review
and update process. Major effort was focused on data gathering, revision
of development policy and preparing a future land use plan. The Board has
also been totally involved in the formulation of rules and regulations to
guide the land subdivision process and in developing new language for

the Village's zoning law. This grass roots participation by board members
adds considerable strength and credibility to the end product.

The General Plan, often referred to as a Master Plan, provides a
broad-based guideline for community decision making. Subdivision approval
gives the Village essential oversight as land is subdivided into building
lots and provided with Village services; the zoning law defines standards
and procedures that relate to how land can be used. Both are fundamental
and critical ingredients in a process aimed at establishing long range
comminity development objectives and directing day-to-day change toward
the accomplishment of these objectives. Zoning has been in place in the
Village of Trumansburg for many years; subdivision control is a new and
extremely useful tool for the Planning Board.

The report consists of five sections. Following this introduction is
section two which briefly describes land use and traffic conditions in
the Village in 1991. Section two also contains an analysis of Village



population and a projection for the year 2010. Section three presents
twelve development policy issues and sets forth the Planning Board's
recommendations on these issues. In section four the proposed land use
plan is described. The committee believes this plan is a valid

physical representation of the land use policies that are presented in
section three. The final section contains recommendations for density
changes and revised district boundaries that would be included in an
amended zoning law. These amendments will bring zoning more closely into
line with plan proposals and will help achieve planning policy.

A drawing illustrating the future land use recommendations for the
Village is included at the end of this report. A revised zoning map that
illustrates proposed new district boundaries is also included. Other maps
used in the preparation of this general plan update have been presented as
background work maps to the Village Planning Board.

It is hoped that this updated plan will be adopted and used by the
Village Planning Board as a guide for future deliberations, decisions and
recommendations. The plan should also be helpful to the Village Board as
it establishes spending priorities, discusses future annexation petitions
and considers whether or not to enact proposed zoning amendments.

This general plan update has the potential of being more than an
independent Planning Board project. Its ultimate value depends on the
way in which guiding principles expressed herein are used and the extent
to which its major proposals are incorporated into the day-to-day
decisions made by Village officials.



II. CURRENT CONDITIONS

LAND USE. BAn important part of the 1991 general plan update was a
detailed recording of the use of existing land in Trumansburg and the
adjacent parts of the Town of Ulysses. A land use survey was made by one
of the Planning Board members; others were responsible for obtaining
information on traffic movement, utility systems and natural features.

In a small community such as Trumansburg, patterns of land use do not
change rapidly. The Village's physical structure was in place decades

ago as the 1866 map on the following page indicates. The basic street
system was already defined 125 years ago and many of today's residential
and commercial areas had been established by then. Change in the physical
structure of the Village consists of expansions outward from a core that
has remained largely unchanged for well over 100 years. New streets have
been added; farmland has been converted to residential neighborhoods;
corporate boundaries have been modified.

While the physical structure has enlarged over the years from a core that
has remained relatively unchanged, the economic mix of land uses has varied
considerably. Compare business activity in the Village today with a
passage from the History of Trumansburg 1890:

"Trumansburg to-day is one of the most beautiful inland villages
in the state; it's business portion built almost entirely of brick,
it's dwellings neat, tasty and homelike, surrounded by beautifully
kept lawns and well cultivated gardens, its streets bordered with
elms and maples, it's sidewalks are of blue flag stones, and as this
is being written, measures are on foot to Macadamize the principal
thoroughfares. Of manufacturing there is but little; it does not
possess advantages for heavy manufacturing, but for specialties no
better location could be desired; rents are cheap and taxes low.

As a mercantile centre few towns of its size sell the amount of goods
of all kinds. Surrounded by a densely populated country which must
be supplied with dry goods, groceries, etc.,competition has forced
prices down where it ceases to be an object for buyers to seek other
markets. There are 121 businesses houses in Trumansburg divided as
follows: Dry goods and groceries 5, groceries 8, clothing 2, drugs
3, books and stationery 1, jewelry 2, flower and feed 2, hotels 2,
licensed saloons 2, unlicensed saloons and restaurants 4,bakers 2,
millinery 3, blacksmiths 5, machine shops 2, flower mills 2,
harness shops 2, hardware 2, marble works 1, furniture 3,
undertakers 3, newspapers 3, dentists 2, doctors 6, lawyers 4,
clergymen 6, veterinary surgeon 1, tobacco store 1, shoe shops 4,
livery stables 3, wagon shops 3, paint and trimming shops 4, meat
markets 3, barbers 3, photographers 2, banks 2, green houses 2,
coal yards 2, tin shops 1, egg buyer and shipper 1, express offices 2,
Wester Union Telegraph 1, public and several private telephone lines,
a private telegraph line with several offices in town and one at
Frontenack Beach, a wagon express line to Ithaca, Engine Co.,

Hose Co., Protective Police, billiards 2, dressmaking 4, gun and
repair shop 1, cooper shop 1, wood working mills 2, also a Lodge and
Chapter of F.S&A.M.. Lodge and Encampment I.O0.of O.F., a G.A.R. Post,
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and W.R.C., and other social and benevolent societies, 5 churches, a
Union School and Academy. The above does not include individual
mechanics or artisans who have no businesses places other than their
homes.

Since the preceding chapters were put in type the shoe factory of
Dake & Hamilton has been closed; no other business changes have
taken place. Such is Trumansburg of to-day (1890), a beautiful,
quiet peaceful village. We have no great wealth, no abject poverty,
it's people happy and contented in the possession of a comfortable
home and beautiful surroundings."

One hundred years ago consumer and service markets were oriented to the
times, the influence of the automobile had not been felt and the Village
was more self-sufficient than it is today. Those conditions were strongly
reflected in the broad mix of business activities located in a community
of only 1,211 persons.

In the fifteen years since the 1977 plan was prepared, land use patterns
have not changed to a great extent although several significant changes
have taken place. A small concentration of homes resulted from the
Larchmont Drive/Tamarac Lane subdivision in the southern portion of the
Village and a scattering of new houses has been built elsewhere in the
Village. A successful concentration of senior citizen housing has been
constructed on interior land located between Gregg and Elm Streets.

The commercial core remains on Main Street and has not been extended
any direction. This static condition is due, in part, to a lack of
available space for commercial development in the traditional downtown
area. In this regard, one major land use change occurred in 1990 when a
grocery store owner, needing more space and unable to find it downtown,
relocated to a new facility on Route 96, east of the Village boundary.

Extensive areas of undeveloped land remain in the Village both north and
south of East Main Street. Much of the vacant land south of Main Street
consists of large backland parcels with limited access from existing
streets. North of Main Street, vacant parcels are located between Cayuga
Street and East Seneca Road. Most of these parcels are quite large and
have long street frontage. Soils are wet in much of the vacant land east
and west of Prospect Street. There has been little change in these areas
since the 1977 plan and, in view of the other potential building sites
available in the Village, little change is expected in the future.

POPULATION ANALYSIS.

HISTORY: TOWN AND VILIAGE

In the 40 year period from 1950 to 1990, the Village of Trumansburg has
increased in population by 112 people. From a high point of 1,803 people
in 1970, the Village began a two-decade decline in population, losing

81 people during the '70's and another 111 residents in the '80's.

The decade of the '70's ended a fifty year period of population growth in
Trumansburg and this decline accelerated during the '90's. These trends
are shown in Tables 1 and 2.



Figure 1l: Population "Share" Diagrams 1940 - 1990
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Table 1: Population - Village of Trumansburg, 1880 through 1990

Year 1880 1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990

Pop. 1376 1211 1225 1188 1011 1077 1130 1499 1768 1803 1722 1611

Source: U.S.Census of Population

During the same 40 year period, the Town of Ulysses grew consistently but
not dramatically. In 1990 there were 599 more people living in the Town
(including the Village) that there were in 1950. Interestingly, Village
population, as a percentage of the total Town's population, declined from
41.0 percent in 1950 to 32.8 percent in 1990. The decline in the
Village's "share" of total Town population accelerated in the '70's and
'80's when the Village lost population. (See Table 3 and Figure 1.)

Distribution of the population by age groups illustrates what is
happening to the Village population. Figure 2 shows a comparison between
Trumansburg and Tompkins County. There are only a few age groups where
the Village and County are somewhat comparable. The greatest disparity
lies in the 15 to 24 year old age group. In the county as a whole 29
percent of the population falls in this age group but in Trumansburg only
11 percent of the population is in this group.

Trumansburg has a considerably greater percentage (18%) of its population
in the 5 to 14 age group than does Tompkins County (11%). In the 25 to 34
year old age group the Village again falls short at 12 percent compared
to the County's 17%. On the other hand, the Village fares considerably
better than the County in both the 35 to 44 and 45 to 54 year old age
groups. The concentration of senior citizens in the Juniper Manor complex
shows up in the 65 to 74 and 75 and older age groups. The Village has a
higher percentage of its population in both these age groups than does
the County.

Figure 2: Distribution of Population by Age Group - 1990
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